
What Every Congregation
Needs to Know

Domestic violence does not discriminate. Victims come
from all walks of life, all races, all education

backgrounds, and all religions.

What is domestic violence?
Domestic violence is a pattern of assertive and coercive behaviors that
adults or adolescents  use against their intimate partners. It is not an
isolated individual event, but a repeated pattern using multiple tactics.
Unlike stranger-to-stranger violence, domestic violence assaults are
repeated against the same victim by the same perpetrator. These assaults
occur in many forms.

Form a committee to address domestic violence issues.
Encourage the religious leaders to speak out against domestic violence
from the pulpit.
Invite staff from local domestic violence programs to host educational
presentations.
Designate a day or month for educating and activating the
congregation.
Offer pre-marriage counseling dealing with equality, conflict, and
violence control.
Use available curricula for youth that encourage the values of gender
equality and nonviolent conflict resolution.
Contribute financial support to local domestic violence programs.

What can the church do to prevent domestic violence?



Services are available to any victim regardless of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age,
disability, marital status, amnesty, or status as a covered veteran
in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws. All
services are confidential.

LEP/Deaf/Hard of Hearing Service are available.

This publication is supported by a Victim of Crime Act (VOCA)
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If you are experiencing domestic
violence, we are here to help...
740-382-8988

800-232-6505

turningpoint6.org
text tphelp to 20121

Listen to the victim. Tell them the abuse is not their fault, and it is not God's will for
them.
Tell them they are not alone and that help is available.
Let them know without intervention, abuse often escalates in frequency and
severity over time.
Seek expert assistance. Refer them to specialized domestic violence programs, not
to couples counseling. Help them find a shelter, safe home, or advocacy resources
to offer protection. To suggest they return home places them, and possible children
in real danger.
Hole the abuser accountable. Don't minimize their abusive behavior. Support them
in seeking specialized batterers' counseling to help change their behavior. Continue
to hold them accountable and to support and protect the victim, even after they
have begun a counseling program.
If restoration of the relationship is to occur, it can be considered only after the
above steps have taken place.

What can I do to be helpful if an abusive situation is revealed?

How does religious doctrine address domestic violence?
Religious teaching can serve as either a roadblock or a resource in addressing domestic
violence. Many religious teachings can serve as a valuable resource to challenge and
prevent domestic violence. As religious communities, our mandate is to minimize any
roadblocks facing abused members of our congregations, and to maximize the
resources that exist within our religious traditions.


